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Faith 1n harmony

Picture: IAN HOSSACK

The Gloria Dei Cantores choir from Cape Cod, Massachusetts, yesterday took part in an ecumenical

service at St Columba's Church, Glasgow. The choir, which was accompanied by 500 choristers from
Glasgow churches, travels the world promoting greater understanding among people of different faiths.
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GLORIAE Del Cantores
(Singers to the Glory of
God) are a choir with a
m.iss!oﬂ- ™ C
No, they don’t want to
convert you to fundas
. mental Christianity,
They want to. convert
you-to Gregorian Chant
and to rll kinds of srcred
choral music from every
historieal perlod since,
- They .firmly belleve
that the comsequence of
this will be the disaply-
ing of the barriers on
tanguage, ethaic differ-
ences and political
_ ldeologles. -
‘Rigce ‘tHey wete
founded in 1975, they

bave sung in such cul- .

turally and ideclogically
diverse places as the Na=-
tional Presbyterian

Church, Washiagton :
~ DCG; the Catholle Cathe-

deal and Hussite
Churchk, Kromarisz,
Czechoslovakia; aad the
Guards Chapel, Wel-
iington arracks,
Logdon, -

At all of these vennes,

they have received aecoé

Indes testifylng to the.
" quality und deep spiritu-

ality of thelr piusic and
sin(!ieng.
. Gerre Hancock, or-

ganist and cholrmaster .

of St Thomas Church,
New York Clty, said of
them; “They are, in
short, superb. Their

. singing comes from the

heart and the listener is

———

7

C. Patt
erson,

‘Director,
Gloriae
Dei '
Cantores.

inevitably moved very
e megisa will
agwe, W et §
chance to share gthit
transcendental experi-
ence when the “-atmng
chofr, under the inspire
leadership of Elizabeth

. 'C. Patterson, sings at the

Royal Scottish Academy
of Mustc snd Drama on

September 14,

They will also pinici-

..pate in an ecumenical
- sotvice at Glasgow Ca-
.. thedral at 3pm on

Sunday, September 15,

. @ Gloria Dal Cantores

are at the ASAMD on

- Sept 14, and Glasgow

Cathedral on Sept 18,

e T

———
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CLASGOW is one of the citlas chosen
by the professionally trained Amer-
ican chotr Gloriae Del Cantores for g
concart In it3 Intermnational Gataway
saries this month. Tha series iz glso
taking them to Holland, ltgly and
Poland.

Although the singers speclailse In
Gragarialy chant, thelr rspartoire
spans all historical periods from the
1ith cantury to the 20th, and Includes
soma of the finest sacred music by
British, American, European and
Rusgian compoasrs.

{ag Dal Cantarss, founded inm

Glor
1873, 15 *‘dedicated to dlssolving bar.

Tl

riers of language, cultural ditfers
ences and patltical ldeclogies’”, pro-
moting peace and understanding
through the universs! language of
muslc, The cholr has toursd in
Eastern, Central and Western
Europe.

Scottizh Televizion broadesst on
Easter Sunday & documentiary abaut
the cholrs recant tour of the Soviat
Unien and Czechoslovakia, and
plans are under way for the record.

Ing of two half-hour worshlp sers
vicas, to be shéwn In December,
BBC Radio 3 has invited the cholr to
record & prograrmme of Amarican
muslc for transmisgsion in
Novembar,

The Glasgow concert will be heid
in the Roya! Scottish Academy of
Mugsic and Drama on September 14
at 7.30prm.,

The choir s also taking part In an
acumenical servica in Glasgow
Cathedral the next day, Hosted by
the 5t Mungo Singera, and starting
at dpm, e servics will be attended
by 500 of tha city’s choristers,

agraph by Steve J. Sherman

chureh and ¢lvic leaders,

Regratfully, | wlil have to pass up
thia chance to listen to thesa zingars.
Judging therm from a tape | recelved
I suspact I'm missing a tremendous
axpériencs,

Thay producs a very clean, rich,
baautifully. controlled sound, and
sing with ingpiring conviction. 1f you
can got to haar tham in Glasgow, |
am surg you wlil not be disap-
pointed,
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G_LASGOW has
snrprised itself by
coming ap with
‘perhaps the biggest

imprompiu choral

festival in the workd.

What began as a throw -
away “Why don’t we get

together for a sing-song™

hasblmginmammgﬁm_

city choristers together:

The reason for this mega
modnctmn is the sxrival m the
city of the world .famons

American choir, Glonac Del
Camtores. : 2

caught up n & rigowrous sour of

erstern Eurepean countries,
bringing togethes Christians of

all denominaticns.

In Ffact improving
interdenominational
nndersumimg is their mme
raisom d eere.

‘intention of a-
‘performance in Glasgow -

. Gloriae Dei Cantores were
scheduled 1o perform one

concert at the Royal Academy
of Music and Drama and

record a one hour programme

for Scottish Television.
But the membees of the choir
expressed a desire o meet with

-choristers from churches in

Glasgow. Enter stage lefi the
idea for a sing-aloag.

Fr. Gerry Fitzpatrick and
Joim Raflerty; Chief Executive
of the Scoitish Foumdartion,
wroie to pansh chons with the

Cathedral.

Such was the response - 500
said they wanted 1o join in -
that the event has had to be

of Glasgow Cathedral to St
Coumba’s Free Church in Si.
Vincent Strect, the biggest
clomch i the ner cxy.

As well as the 500 charisters -
", from Glasgow and 60 membexs

ican \usmng %
launches massive conc

of Glorise Dei Cantores, there
will be 120 invited gwests at

ﬂne3pmsmtofﬂm$epmxbu-

15 event.
: 'I}memﬂsnﬂphcm

‘set agide for members of the

public and tickets for this
unsque ecumenical evett.

Tickets are still av ailablc
from John Rafferty at the
Scottish Foundation, 25/27
Elmbank Street, Glasgow. Fel
041-226 3431,

Among the special guests
attending the choral service
witl be the Lerd Provost of

Glnsgow, Wis Susn Baird.
She: has invited a1l the
dms!us back %

peticipating ]
‘the City Chaerlbers for a spécial

Royal Acsidemy are available

small .



