












Article Translation, 1992 
The Russian Tour of Gloriæ Dei Cantores 
 
For a joint service to God, came together priests, nurses, monks, and laborers, businessmen 
and housewives… They sing CHristian religious music of all styles, countries, and eras; they 
have visited many countries, bringing to people their art, and the idea of unity in the love of 
Christ. Their name—Gloriæ Dei Cantores. 
 
This is aleady the second time the choir (capella) cape to our country. Besides three concerts in 
Moscow, the choir undertook a tour of Siberia, visiting Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, and Novosibirsk. 
This brings history to mind - a little over 100 years ago the famous “Slavic Capella”, under the 
direction of D. Agreneff-Slaviansky toured Russia, even to the distant Siberian borders, and the 
cities of Western Europe, and the American continent… 
 
Hospitable Siberians received the American singers, and also a prominent churchman Dr. Glen 
Williams with open arms: receptions with civil and church authorities, press conferences, 
meetings with the Artistic intelligentsia… Irkitsk honored the guests with a small festival, in 
which different vocal ensembles of Irkitsk and Angarsk took part.  
 
The capital was more reserved this time. The reason for that- the abundant saturation of 
Muscovites with sacred concerts on one hand, and the constant import into Russia of Western 
Christian beliefs on the other.  
 
What ideas did Gloriæ Dei Cantores bring to us? What is the history of this ameteur choir, that 
has raised itself to a professional level? All the choir members - there are about 40 - do not 
have formal musical training. By the calling in their hearts they came to the choir loft of the 
church in the ecumenical Community of Jesus, that exists for more than 30 years on Cape Cod 
in Massachusetts. Almost 1,000 people, belonging to different Christian denominations (mostly 
episcopalians, Baptists, Presbyterians , Catholics) - came together for communal life and prater, 
having promised to serve God in some capacity. They can also dedicate themselves to God by 
taking monastic vows: the community has a monastery and a convent. 
 
The Community conducts a daily cycle of services by the Benedictine rule. During weekday 
services, the community chapel is filled with monophonic Gregorian chorales, which still exists 
in certain catholic monasteries. As a result of the labors of a resident musicologist and 
conductor Dr. Richard Pugsley, the Cantores have reached a very high performance level.  
 
The medieval monodic culture as performed by them, os perceived not as a museum restoration 
of something archaic - but as a live language of prayer. In the concert programs, the chant took 
a prominent spot, and by right is considered to be a highlight in the choir’s repertoire.  
 
On Sundays and holidays, a multitude of people gathers in the main chapel. Community 
members and their guests. The ecumenical mass with the eucharist at its heart, is served by the 



anglican rite. Here, the choir in full force performs sacred music of different confessions - 
including the Orthodox.  
 
Organ music is inseparable from these services. Sometimes a children's choir takes part in the 
services, and also one of the largest handbell choirs in the USA- which created a furor in the 
Russian Concerts.  
 
Daily practice in prayter, the responsibility for every word uttered before God and man - 
transfigure faces of singers, and reveal new understanding of well-known musical compositions.  
 
How tenderly, with awe, and painful compassion Sister Chris Helfrich sings the soprano slo in 
the Sviridov chorus, Holy Love. 
 
“When I sing this piece,” says Sister Chris, “I see before me the Virgin Mar, who holds in her 
arms the body of Christ, just taken down from the cross, who just shed his blood for the sings of 
the world. This understanding was given to me by God, during prater, and by performing this 
piece in this manner, I give it back to God.” 
 
And the director of the choir, a spiritual guide in the community, Elizabeth Patterson said, “We 
came to you as Christians, we came to meet those who for a time was lost to us. And we 
wanted to convey, that which is the best in us. Having come in touch with Russia and its music, 
we came in touch with the hearts of the Russian people, and their soul. This is the main thing 
that we discovered, and which we have missed so much.” 
 
 
























