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“OVERNIGHT IN DENVER

Gloriae Dei Contores fills
nave with beautiful songs

World prenuere of suite at 5t. John's truly lovely

By Jeff Bradicy
| Denver Post Crtic-at-Large

If yvou know anyvone moving Lo C

Cape Cod, advise them to head for
the town of Orleans where they
‘will find a remarkable mixed
choir, the Glorias Dei Cantores
((Singers Lo the Glory of God).
MNow on a fall tour across the
West, the 4-member group sang a
two-hour recital at 5t John's Ca-
thedral lasl night aod filled the
navie with a rich tapestry of Gre-
;gorian chant, Russian Orthodox
mysticism and Chrislmas carols,
The highlight was the world pre-
miere of “Cum Mowva Cantieo (With
(i Mew Zong)," written by Gerald
| Mear, composer-in-residence at 5t
John's.

| Truly lovely suite
| This truly lovely 20-minute

i suite tells the Christ story by com-
L bining Gregorian chant with chro-

i mate, conlemporary trealments

i of old carols such ag “Lo bow a
i Rose e'er blooming™ and “Lully,
, Lullay.”
In the first antiphonal pard, the
S wWomen sang in Latin, the men an-
| swered in Enplish. The “Noal" see-
ond =ection glistensd with counter-
"point, while the falling refrain
§ “Cum nove cantico™ was brightly
repeated with greal power io Che
jowful conclusion
The whole thing wak accompa-
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need beautifully by a now ethereal,
now angry organ. If word pets oot
“Cum Nove Cantico” could begin
to rival Britten's ““Ceremony of
Carols” as guality Christmas muo-
zic for the 20th century.

(zloriae Dl Cantores, condocted
with feeling and precision by Eliz-
abeth Pattersen, is an ecumenical |
groop dedicated to spreading the
meszage of peace and harmony
throughout the world.

Itz repertoire inclodes Gregori- |
an chant, including lbhe heixvenly
Introit “Ad Te levavi” performmed
by seven women last night, and
Rachmaninoff's Vespers, The
“Nunc dimitlis” from thal work
wag sung beasulifully by the choir
with tenor solmst Peter Logan

A rare ability

Al times during the concert, in- |
tonation sirayed from perfection
and I would have liked to hear
mond consonants — especially in
the Rachmaninoff. |

But the choir bas a rare ability |
Lo sing both robustly and in a
smooth English cheir style, and
Patteérsom blends the voices quite
beautifully. The program included
Mear's “Resurrexi™ and his color-!
ful fanfare “Banners,” peatly per-
formed by members of the Gloriae
I} Brass Ensemble.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Orleans choir performs
in film Lorenzo’s Oil’

DORLEAMS — The religious choir
of the Orleans-based Community
of Jesus has performed its music
all over the world, but until the re-
lease of a new Hollywood movie,
the proup had never mads it on the
higf screen.

All that has changed, thanks (o
thee Australian production of “Lor-
enzo's (Nl starring Mick Malte
artl Susan Sarandon, whose per-
formance in the film has netted her
an Osecar nomination for Best
Aciness.,

In several scenes, the Gloriae
Dei Cantores chadr is featured on
the sound track, singing two of
three chomses from Russian com-
poser Georgy Sviridov's work,
"Tsar Feodor loannovich,” The
pieces are entitled “Rejoice O Vie-
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gin" and “Sacred Lowe.”

The selections ang part of a stu-
dio compact-disc recording énli-
tled “Holy Radiant Light: The 5a-
cred Song of Russia,” made by the
chnir,

Ir the meosrie, based on a true sto-
ry, Augusto and Michaela Odone
struggle o find for & cune for their
son's rare discase, despile waim-
ings from the medical communiry
that their efforts will be in vain,

“The director intends to use the
beauty of L music (o enhance the
poignancy of these seenes, but also
to hint &t the puidancs of God n
the Cdones”’ search for a oure,” the
film"s music coordinator, Christine
Woodruff, wrote in a letter request-
ing permission (o use portions of
the recording.

The music begins duning a scene
witen the son, Lorenzo, has been
injurcd in & fall, and his parcnts
discuss with doctors his worsening
phy=ical problems and the need for
extensivie tests. The music alza
Plays during a scene in a Pitis-
burgh church where the parenis

are praying.

Friday, March 5, 1993

SAID AND DONE

In the recently released movie “Lovenrn"s Onl,™ part
of the soundirack is taken from th :
Cantores compact disc “Holy Radian: Light: The
Saered Song of Russia” i )

The music by the Community of Jesus” chair,
renowned for its Gregorian ~hanting and world travel-

. ing, was chozen for its

ariag Del

cauty...lo enhance the

poignancy of 1'.rse scenes...(and).. o hint at the 'F:lﬁ-u:l-
ance of God in (ke Odones’ search for a cure”™ for their
son Lorenze's discase, nl:c?rd.ing 1o Christing
Woodruff, the film’s music coordinator.
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