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"GLORIA DEI CANTORES” (U.S.A)
Quaranta voci perfetie
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IL DIATOGO

LLUNEDI, 18 APRILE, ORE 21
CHIESA DI SANTA TRINITA

Musica Sacra di Palestrina, Bach, Rheinberge
Billings, Thomson e Near

INGRESSO LIBERO.



From Le Meridional May 7, 1994
A GLORIOUS CHOIR

A magnificent concert last night by Gloriz Dei Cantores for the "Music at Saint Victor™
series.

Last night was American hour at 5t. Victor’s, with the Gloriz Dei Cantores choir. This
explains the presence of Ann Gorky, Consul General of the United States at Marseilles, justly
proud of her countrymen.

This mixed choir, composed of about forty singers, illustrates in the highest degree the virtues
of discipling, hard work and the will 1o work together on a common project (their dress and
organized appearance were also very revealing ...). These "Singers to the glory of God” have
"as their mission o promote peace, undérstanding and harmony between peoples of different
nations and culturcs through the gift of music™ - a musical mission superbly carmied out under
the authority of Elizabeth Patterson. This musician is one of those model choir masters who sce
to everything, initiate every entrance, and demand the strict carrying out of those many careful
directions which bring out rich interpretations.

With a rare purity of sound and speech, “"investing™ every note sensitively and intelligently,
connecting the text without the slightest hiatus, giving nuances with a mobility of great
flexibility, the group showed from the very beginning the beauty it could convey. There was
a piece from the 15th century by Juan de Esquivel Barahona, followed by Domine Jesu Christe
by Victoria, and Ecce sic benedictur by Morales, then a high point due both to the work itself
and to its luminous even tender interpretation - the Missa 2terna Christi Munera by Palestrina,
chosen for the 4th centenary of his death, Equally admirable were two pieces by Rachmaninoff
where, after the polyphony, the choir demonstrated its fullness, the color of its wvoices
(astonishing tenor s0lo). The program énded with four remarkably written motets and a chorus
by Gerald Near (bomn in 1942).

In the finale, handbells were used which had just been the object of a spectacular and brilliant
demonstration by the Glonz Dei Handbell Ringers, who were very skillful in the diverse ways
of ringing these unusual instruments. [t is also worth noting that a brief fanfare opened the
concert, and that the organist David Chalmers played some Louis Marchand.

Two encores - a piece by Paul Manz, and a gospel song "Roll, Jordan, roll" - concluded these
vocal moments which were among the most accomplished that have been heard in the basilica.

Georges Gallician



From Le Provencal May 7, 1994
MUSIC AT SAINT VICTOR
VOICES FROM THE NEW WORLD

The centurics-old and sacred arches of Saint Victor's seemed to take off last night ... lifted by
bravos, so much did the forty four voices, come for the first time from far-away America,
transport the very large audience,

How could they have resisted the "Gloriz Dei Cantores™ choir? Under the (velve!) baton of
Elizabeth €. Patterson, these “Singers to the glory of Ged” gave back their ecumenism to
Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff, using the universal language of music, while also cclebrating
the "Mass" of Palestrina.

With trumpets and banners, splendid brass, crisp entrances, homogeneous harmony, and faith
and joy mingled, the choir members never ceased to enrapture the audience, communicating
their passion. And their talent.

After letting their handbells burst forth (recalling the blessed time of change bell ringers), the
“Gloriz De¢i Cantores™ choir generously gave in to a number of encores.

M.A.



