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World Travelers

Community’s Music Bridges Continents and Hopetul Hearts

By David Frankel

hix year, they're touring New England with the

Boston Pops. Next year, they're going to

Russia and Finland and Italy. Previously,
they ve sung in places like Albania and
Czechoslovakia and the U.5.S.R., the latter (wo
nattons in 199, just as Communism was collapsing.
They've sung m 1o languages and 1ssued 24 Cis and
collected glowing reviews from major
- newspapers all over the world, Yet
they began 1m the 1970s as the “dread-
[ul™ church choir of a small Orleans
religious community, and have
- rermaioed amatewrs in derms of finan-
ctal compensation, if not in terms of
- skill, Who are Glomae Dei Cantores,
and how did they get 20 good?

They stanted as the church choir of
. lhe Comimuonity of Jesus, an ecumeni-
el Chrstian community of aboot 300
mesthers silualed near Bock Harbor in
Cwleans, Slightly fess than a third of
the community lives monastically, with
i schedule of daily prayers that
includes a great deal of liturgical
singing, and m (wst the choir wasn’t
-really wp o the regimen. “We coald
barely handle a doxology,” recalls
Christy Haig, an alto who has been
wilh the choir virtually since & incep-
tuon. The community asked one of its
members, Elizabeih Patterson, who
had a strong musical background, Lo
take things in hand. Ms. Patterson had
studied Gregorian chant in England,
amdl with the help of friends there, she
began 1o shape the expert ensemble she continues to
direct today.

But that ensemble couldn’t have happened without
extraordinary commitment on the part of ils members,
In 1987 the entire choir went, at its own expenss, to
study for a month with Dr. George Guest at Cambridge
- University in England. Since then, the members, most

_of whom also have regular jobs and family lives,.

rehearse a8 a group every day between 9 and 10 a.m.,
with rehearsals running longer if the performing sched-
ube requires. They practice berwesn half an hour and an
hour 4 day on their own and they take master classes,
theory classes, individual lessons.
1 was just in Rochester, N.Y. with one of our mem-
. bers who was 1aking his voice lesson up there,” remarks
Jim Jordan, the choir's assistant condpctor and organist.
The choir members leave jobs and families for weeks at
a time o po on topr and several members have begun
their own businesses so as o have the Aexibility to meet
their chuir commitments. And they do all this withour
pay. )

What maotivales them?

The Community of Jesns sees the choir as one of its
“major outreach ministries,” says Ruth Vought, a com-
munity member who handles publicity for the group.

-And it is clear from talking 1w choir menbers that they

consider membership in the choir to be a mission in the
Christian sense of the term. But, as befits a community
which believes in finding the unity within different
forms of Christian practice, it is a soft-spoken, respect-
ful kind of mission. I

“We went to the Soviet Union in 19906 when the
doors of glaspost were just begineing 1o open, and we
Wwere e frsl chour 1o sing Knssian hiurgical music on &

Rusgian concert stage in 70 years" says Christy Haig.
“It was such a gift, to give back to those people-their
own church music. During the Communist regime,
they'd only heard the melodies sung with different
Texis.” :

“The choir studied extensively to learn both the
Russian language and the authentic musical style,” says

' Jim Jordan. “We worked 1o Hecome a Bussian choir, We

had extra rehearsals, language tapes ..." Ms. Haig
explains, “One of the biggest blessings was 10 come out
of one of those church services and have people bab-
bling to you, because they can't believe you aren't
Rusgian,” Mr. Jordan adds, “We conldn't convince one
little elderly lady, we kept trying to explain...no
Bussian, English...she wouldn't believe us. ;
“In Russia, women cover their hair during church
services,” M Jordan says. “So the women in our choir
did ton, our of respect The people came up 10 us afler-
wards; they couldn't believe that we would care ™ Ms.
Haig adds, “Someone came up to me after a concert and
siid, “T was told all my life that Americans didn't care,™
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When you ask choir members about the spiriteal
rewards of what they do, they keep relurning 1o those
tours of Eastern Europe. *There was a Bulgaran folk
song, a lintle love song we leamed as an cocore,” says
Jordan. *We'd gotten it from a friend in Canada, and all
she had said was, ‘T guaraniee you that they'll know this
piece.” Well, every place we sang it. we got a standing
Ovalom We Couldn't even sing the Lirst word before

they were on their feet singing it with

us. They were 50 overwhelmed that

Americans would learn a song of

ijS-II'

One difficult thing about going 1o
Eastern Europe was “seeing what those
people have endured,™ Mr, Jordan says.
“In Albama in 92, the unemployment
mate was over 60 per cent We'd look
out our window at Tirana's main
“sgquare, and it would be packed all day
with people who had no place else o
go.” Ms. Haig explains, “They had
chopped down, Literally, all their trees
for firewood the previous winter, buses
were driving around with oo windows
— Albania had been so isalated that
whatever they couldn’t make in their
own coaniy, they didn’t have, and one
of the things they didn't have was
slass. At one point, we needed some
muxic copied, and they had 1o bring in
toner from another country,

“We' didn't expect to sce mea,” M
Jordan says. *But then we started sfay-

* ing in people’s houses, and they fed us
beef. Our director said, ‘Just o you
understand, they're basically giving

you the shins off their backs." We'd be in the honse,

# - and we'd try to do dishes, and they'd say, ‘No, sit. You

pray. Iclean,™

“This conple in Yugoslavia was having its S0th
anniversary party,” Ms. Haig says. “They had their
extended family, their friends, and they essentially invit-
ed our entire bus to poll up and join them. How many
people here woold invite a whole foreign choir intg
their home? They were roasting a pig on a spit —
they’d sing songs for us, and they wanted us 1o sing
songs for them. We sang a medley of *Over the
Rainbow,” some Negro spiritoals ™

“When we were in Yugoshvia,” Mr. Jordan says, “I
rememmber walking into the house where we were stay-
ing. The owner, a little old lady, came up 10 me — she
didn’t speak a word of English, but I'd been traipsing
up the hill, and I was sweating. She took the bandanna
off her head and wiped the sweat from my forehead.

“In Russia, they have a tradition of giving flowers
after a concert, just as we do, and after one concert, I
got to go down and receive the rose from a linle girl
And there was something abont looking at that girl's
face — any walls at that moment vanished. We were
connected 10 those people, and their tradition, and their
lite, The music, the work, were what g0t us in that door,
But what manered was the connection.”
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Gloriae Dei Cantores showed full splendor

BY JAHE SHAW
Speciad o The Pachea

=, Ther Glowtwe Dt Canbores sing with
e voice. And whal o wibce 0 i
Appearing Salurday, Febe 5 a0 Fira
Proshyterian Charch, ilwe Ssice
chanr ol ered a program of vary aneae
that traascended comventinnal bound-
arics. Whibe seale and proguetion were
i swicy 1 somall frnes, aniEic ewlks
angl expresdve opact wers greal
indecd. Elizsbeth Patferson divecied
i Lhe comcerl was past of the Hilton
Heund (hrchesir’s current sessaon,

© Prograniming ranes Tt
Cerepsrtan lo Bossin FHoney o wirks
by AMendelssobn o Sih Century
edels Lanmopes incloded  Latin,
Bt and (serman.  Singging wis
exchedvely a cappell

* Doy ol sovne] aed refieament of dic-
Lwr are ki wgeects of the Chorae
1% Canbires. Tomne quality is rwiod and
vibantelress, with cach note periectly
cenlered. The Cape Codbased proup
Favasts anocellent chuir wives — clear,
free and sromg Muskciinshag s well
ideveloped, woeal leclniqoe slficient,
Funal shimmer and sadiarce were pre

Review '

sertl Ehrowghont, whils tedare wis
sbwewr, ranedneml.

Dl was nnprccalehe. hotml s,
el perfecily rolled, were Baadess,
Purity. of voweks praslocel Enpresise
lexhm| clnmty, Eisswenabde sloilds e poy-
fecily hawed, with vach consangis e
cukes] s Al Troen 2 samgh: sangner,

Wacling dirvctor Tatierson i o=
impressive i [edeninge 0 her choir
She s a sdy in controlled enersry,
Grmaby ronsled 16r e Woxt anmd its inbier-
vnt phrasdng, Hir Tend= el me<mall
arce, Birers snmetimes curked, somme
times  jabbing  srmeht o ahead
Fverytnme works splendiliv.

Pattersen's oelevtic sivle = most
clfcative m mafning phrmescs, whidh
are carefully comrsaructed, wath shagl-
mgs perfecily swched Atocks were
infallible, cobiges eleranly lapened.
Ivmamics were dexteronsly pohioasd,
wilh no singhe waaee protruding,

Five warks were presenied in the
Crregmnaian =ection, (0 these, "A Hymn
of Repentanee”™ by Gevgly Swiridou

wits Al Song witly feevor sul
aleniclon, ae phece wos detmgmizhial
by swvmracy of sivhe, Bussinns awe a2
wary ol osings el to mwebdiv line, co-
cutime shelivate sooops of ext sl o,
ondemiabdy  Shvie.  Thee ol
Mawerivags i sl all, deliverod thise
srpmens willl mpresavs selfeanh
e ]

L Ul five: conmngissiomed nsdids by
CEMCIOREEY  AneTican conigEser
Ceirrald Near, the chevus section was 2
stamdmil Tl work s hrighl Wesinee
wars ciileneced by hund bells, crosting
1 syl 4ol Enariisding 1o cvshors,

More e colors ware evatlent in
"R Glorswe.™ a el ol fioer mieilets by
cotenyErary. Welsh  omnpeser,
Willin  Mathiis.  Aveessible v

ehelimest by integray, the work & dstin-

pui=hl By ndnbows of b clnsiers,
enpeein fifiles, anel b, *ili||.1;|:<|:_'.r

famifities.  Soprames  distinguished
nnmarboes wills colestial, sl samaAm:
" apgar repdier:

The comwert mchsded e it
arfiests,  The Glriae  [dd 0 Bross
Easembbe paerformel tao works, ome
by Meawr aod “Ceremwoniad Picee™ by
Walliwm * Maclknas, Tl aeseizn
sletivercel Lah watly pofinw-d, syinighone
' kg

Crrgamiesd Dravid Chalmers. ol lered
anather Mear worl, “Banners"
b warks by Marce! Dhipre, of which
Profuce anel Fugoc in [ Mage, Op, 7
Wi Brparcsesivee, T was aicheel by o
I deirier wlwe nol anly lurnead, bag
atlsan selmstasel stopes fotlse perfirmeer, |
alwiys Uheagzhit e was cheatine

(A perfirmer and insiructor of
viral arts, Jane Shaw s a regular
contributor to The Island Packet)
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Voices like God's Land])e]ls

mnm:- POPE
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There is an expesiation thal
'n-h-nn & profestional group sings
cippelia, Il mutt sound perfect.
ether it's & barbesshop |
quaricl gr & 44-volce choir, t.'ht
sound must be unls
Tied. There Ik no
musical instrumenl-"
for backup and a
sirey sound spoils the -
whale presentation,
The human volce
is the mosl precise musical . -
instrument, bt ICs lso the mosl
difficcht to contral. The sound
ean be conrolled with e right
breathing technbgues, but all
singers musi be tuned into each
other lo make it work.

L]

 Certair Ollocite Del
Canlores tlf-dﬂnnds that mis-

sion and fulfllls It ta the vtmost. .

They know thelr avdiences
expect perfection and thels mesi-
clanship and talent crables them
1o reach il

A Tusl week's ;anb:.rl 1n the

EOONCERT 3
BN

, Cathedra)-Basllica of

Bi. Avgustirie, the sei-

ting was demanding
of un 8 ceppchia

1 cholr but the quelity

of the performance

[ was nol ﬂll-‘liﬂ!"’ slihough the

1 building's kigh cellings ané cru-

ciform design :WH eatlly lend
g2l 1t such amn‘l'!cnt prod-
lems. -

Al the ggme tinue, however,
the vast opeencss was jusl whal

| the Glorize Dei Brass ﬂ:.umhta

necded for [ program. The
sound of the Lrombones, trum-
‘pets, Prench homs and fuba
reverberated through the bulld.
ing and energized-the crowd. Iy
¢id not mater 0wt the fanfares
wese ot Fauniilie, Thl!-]" demnnd-
&d the sudicnes sl up'slr l:ghf
and take note. -

1 there was ope flaw, it was
hat Dhere was B0 NUTELOS 1o
ertance he program notes. With
8 cholr thal sung in English,
Oennan, Latia, Russlas end
allan in onc evening. sech » nar-
ration might have been of service.

Perhaps, though, that §s the *
benity of thi kind of perfor-

"

-| mapce. You can sil back, listen

il Jraw your own conslysions.





