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Ensemble brings merriment, vibrancy on holiday tour

MUSIC REVIEW

Boston Pops
Esplanade Orchestra

ymmm

— FLATH CESLIT ARG CRTHD

, What has n soc Dvick
Goddard and E:ﬁ:uhb-:r k:f?uckcu'-‘
The Boston Pops Esplanade Or-
chestra's concert Thursday at
Gund Arena, that's what, And a
whale [of more,

* For the record, Pops conductor
Keith Lockhart wore the green
ﬂ'r:rt:iw. Weatherman Goddard was

4 dandy, soporous narrator io

"huas the Night Before Christ-
mas.” The rubber chicken? It was
flung into the percussion section
by & rotund fellow named Sants
Claus.

 All of this merriment was

of the Esplanade Qrchestra's hali-
day tour program, a lineup of var-
e works played with flair and
a_tu:m.mdm[:r in sessonal warmth
and whimsy. OF course, listening
0 Lockhart and fricnds would
fave been much more gratifying
in a smaller space. In Gund
Arena, the music emerged mostly
ftom speakers, sounding less
spontaneoons than canned.

'Once the ears adjusted to the
artificial acoustics (and the CYES
to the viden P]"'ﬂjEE!l'.‘l.'Ell:th which
were clumsily done), it was possi-
ble to enjoy the orchestra's vi-
brancy in popular and classical
fare. Lockhart brought along sev-
eral substantial works, including
Vaughan Williams® “F:-_’l.u!_am an
Christmas Carols,” which bene-
lited preatly [rom the forceful
singing of baritone Jubilant
Sykes. He was even more vital in
the spirituals “City of Heaven”
apd “Ride on, King Jesus™ in
Which he shaded his voice to hald,
peeetic effect and made sure that

~the words rode expressively on
the music.

fThE.- breezy satisfaction of Bos-
lon Fops' concerts steéms in part
from the spectrum of mosical col-
oz found in the arrangements.

Lockhart chose a number of inge-
nions examples, such a= the ght-
tering activity in Patrick Haollen-
beck's wersion of “Tomorrow Is
My Dancing Day” and swing re-
workings of “God Rest Ye Merry,
Gentlemen,”" “Good Swing W
ceslas” and “Frosty All the Way!™
that revesled the many :.rre_'ng'rhq
inside the orchestra.

Along with Goddard and Sykes,
the Esplanade musicians wel-
comed Gloriae Dei Cantores, a
chorus from Cape Cod. The sound
system placed the choristers in
the distance at tirmes, but the ba-
sic excellence of the ensemble

_could be discerned. In the a cap-

petla “Hodie Christus Natus Est,”
director Elizsbeth  Patterson
drew crisp rhythmic response
and finely gavged nuances from
her singers. Collaborating with
the orchestra, the chorms sent
voices freshly infp the might in
such favortes as “Joy to the
World!” and “Christmas Time I=
Hepe"™

Lockhart was alert to every
piece's needs and served as ami-
able host, even donning antlers in
Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride.™
He managed to extract rather im-
pressive warbling from the Gund
Arena crowd during the sing-
along,

Toward evening’s end, Lock-
hart made a generous nod toward
lezl proups, reminding the audi-
ence about the holiday concerts
being presented thiz month at
Severance Hall by the Cleveland
Orchestra and Cleveland Pops
Orchestra. It was sort of a musi-
cal waristion on “Miracle on 34th
Sreet” — Macy's telling people
o go to Gimbel’s,

Perhaps Cleveland one day can
return the Faver. After all, the
Boston Pops useally performs in
one of the world's great concert
halls, Symphony Hall Word is
that the rubber chickens there
are first-rate.



N.C=dn

'ELEGRAM

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1558 [ @ WORCESTER, M

ASSACHUSETTS

Capturing
the spirit
of season

Boston Pops glitters
in holiday concert

¥ Peter Landsdowne
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WORCESTER — What 15 it about
the Christmas holiday seasan that
wrings out both the worst and the
bt in musical offirings? This sea-
son, wewve heard everything from
the ridiculous — those pesky bark:
ing “jinele dogs" apain — to the sub-
lime, the latter in the form of an ex
quisite version of Vince Guaraldi®s
wigthl “Christmas Time Is Hore."™"

That selection was just one of
many Christmas songs that wars ad-
mirably pecformed by the Hoston
Pops Esplanade Orchestra yester-
day afternoon at (he Centrum Cen-
tirte in an annual holiday concert
spanzcred by tha Fallon Healtheare
Swgtem. Charged with entertaining
anaudience of more than 10,000 pao-
plé ranging in Agd (rom 3 to 93, the
orthissira succeeded with a winning
blend of virtuosity and versatility
that simulaneously challengad the
mugicians while nemaining atcessl-
ble to the lEstenars.

Guest  conductor  Robert
Bernhardt inmvediately captivabed
the ¢rowd with a resounding ver-
sion of “'Joy o thie Waorld"” arranged
1t the formm of 3 frnfare. From that
paint on, be veered for and wide
through the Christmas musical
canon but kept the audients in
formed every step of the way
!'DI.U'IET SYKES
English composer Ralph Vaughan
Williams" “Fantasia on Christimis

Carols” was notable for the intro-
duction of haritone soloist Jubilant
Svkes, whose bodming woice [illed
e cavermous .:-:-:'L.'.t‘ &5 of :..-. Con
"—:.'.-. in a serios of carly c*::‘—_-

Baritane Jubilarm
iy

s0ngs that ;‘l.':""l:"l:.tﬂ‘.'d rany of our
contemporary carols: “Come All
Tou "|'-'|:l|:'1J|.:.-' Gentlemen,” for ¢XEMm-
ple, was but a few notes away from
“"God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemon

Sykgsoundid himse!f during the con-
cert's second half, however, during

some genuinely impassioned sing-
ing on “City Called Heaven™ and
“Ride On, King Jéesus,"” two (radi-
tional spivitwals that reflected a
somewhat diffepent view of Christ
mas.

Mot to be outdone, the orchestra
itealf turned in sarmoe Mot playving on
Bizet's “'Pat-a-Pan (A Fantasy),"
which was included only because it
contained snatches of an ancient
Basque Chrisimas carol, and really
mot poblicking on ' Tomorrow I3 My
Dancing Day,” a eollection of was-
sall $ongs arranged by Pops parcus-
sionist Pat Hollenbeck. Hollenbeck
alzs arranged Har ry Belalonte's
welbreceived “Mary's Little Boy
Child," which gave acalypso twWistto
the concert’'s Christmas theme,
AWONDERFUL CHORALE

The aforementioned “Christinas
Time Iz Here, ™ a new holiday classic
frcm the popular animated TY spe-
ctal "A Charlie Brown Chrisimas

T
BT

od one of the more peaceiinl
Enls in a medley of seasonal

ma

T&G SiatFa
sykas sings with the Pops Esplanada Orchesira vasier-
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swing songs that culminated in Don
Sebesky’s bold and brassy arsange-
meniol ™ Frosty All the Wavy?, ™ aclev-
er (and jazzy) juxtaposition of
“Froaty the Snowman™ and “Jingls
Bells," Dr. Charlas 3, Mills, AssQci-
ate Madical Direcwor of the Fallon
Healthéare System, did a surgris-
mngly professional job of marrating
Clemant C :'-]:-mr- £ “"Twas the
Wight Before Christmas”™ bat the
condart's best moments came whieén
the Paps joined foroes with dicector
Elizabeth Patterson’s Cape Cod-
based Gloriae Dei Cantores. a chi-
raleof some S sinRers.

All b all. the combination of the
Pops orchesira, [he charale,
Bernhardie's inspired conduciling,
and an audichce eRger to be pro
I,'i."l'lré:d inio the Christmas spleit via
the mediom of music made yester
day's Holiday Congért 2 winner all
the way around. Even an acknow!-
ol pod _:‘_.".'.".n:h wioaild have been hard
pressed not to sing along with the
Pops, the chorale, and yesier .,...,l'. 5f

r.frr*:-]n" 5 ent:'m‘l”'l: ._-r.-_..-.-r’ dur
i & Hoerald
Aneels Sing™ and ather such Sare

“Hare @
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