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Experience ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Gloriae
Dei Cantores
choir and the

Vox Caeli
Sinfonia, all
under the
direction of
conductor
Richard K.
Pugsley,
delivered an
inspiring
performance
at the
Church of
the Trans-
figuration in

Orleans last

weekend.

Happy 250th, Wolfgang|

‘Mozart concert hits high note in Orleans
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Pertormers meet the Mozart challenge

By W. HENRY DUCKHAM

CONTRIEUTIRG WRITER
RLEAMS - With 8o
many concerts el
ebraling Mozart's 250k
birthwday this year,

& music direclor considering

a program of the comiposer’s

psmzsic hns fhve daunting insk

of producing a program hotl

dislinctive and

rellective of

the composer's

exfragrlinary

[ills,

The direclors
of the Gloriae
Dei Cantorés {Singers o The
Glory of God) and the companion
archesten Max Caell Sinfonia
Wolee ol Heaven Syvmphony)
have mel (e challenge Beaudl-
fully this wiek in performances
which pair fwo Mozart choral
works - n ey representing his
early malurily with his very last
waork, e beloved Begulem.

Thursday evening's ooncer
wis held of The Chuerch of the
Transfiguralion, a building of
impressiva expanse and gener
ouzly  encompassing  acousiics,
The farces of chorus, sololsls and
orchestra wére brought topether
under thie direction of Richard K.
Pugzley in the apenlng wark Lit-
amiae de Venerebili Allaris Sac-
ramento K. 243, wiillen in Sal-
thurg when the composor was
20, Litanles were compased [or
ceremonial and processional uge
in the Catholle Church and were
written lh n call and response

Concerl
REVIEW

In Concert

W What: Gloripe Dei
Cantaras

W When: & tonight and
tomorrony (lecture at
T p.m.)

| Where: Church of
the Tramsfiguration,
Rock Harbor, Qrleans
W Tickets: §25 (530 for
santors and froa for
youths 18 andl under}
M Reservations: 508-
2A0-2400 or v,
glochoinoig

form,

The litany, longer than nuumy
of Mozards church works, and
n work oo seldom performeed,
includes viruosg voral writing,
wid imaginative, bold string and
wind scoring. The soloists were
a solidl presence and soprano
Christine Hellrich and tenor
Mathaniel Reese nhly negotinted
the  demending, fest runsiog
iimes sweilly agility nnd ease,

Fromn ey  slandpoind  (he
chorie @5 an exceplional
endgemble. Scrupulous attention
e diction, dynamics, balanee,
ilonation and, most of all, (he

The litany, longer than many of Mozart's
church works, and a work too seldom
performed, includes virtuoso vocal wriling,
and imaginative, bold string and wind scoring.

2 g5

miessage ol flve music wag oon-
spicucus  Wiroughoul e eve-
ning. The group’s performance
made clear why, under the direc-
tion of direcior Elasheth Pai-
terson and assistamt conduclor
Dravid Chinkwers, the entemble
is world-renowmned, singing in
18 langunges and performing
Phroughout  this  country  and
oversens wilh more than 30
recordings Io #s credil,

Al the end of “Anwddeus,” the
e, we see Mozart on his
deathbed dictating feverishly o
his friend and pupll Sussmayr
e sonre of lhe Regulen. Mozar
never finished i and the details of
its completion by Susamnyr hns
been e source of conjroversy
foF years o Lhe 19608, Mozan
scholar Richard Maunder com-
pleled o new edilion, which was
the text for Thursday night's
performance, but also inchaded
Py mwovemnents of Sussmayr's

rejected in the mew edifion, pro.
villing a luller presentation of e
seore than usual,

Although  the  exceplionnlly
live sooustics eften made i1 dif-

ficull o hear in delall the playing
of the ensemble, the orchestra
provided sympathetic support
with some noteble plaving by
the figsl frombone n the “Tuba
Mirum® and fulsoms  support
from (s woodwinads, .
Soprano Kathy Schuman, alio
Helen Spatzeck-Olsen,  tenor
Richard Cragg and bass Paul
Morman were the assured and
imipressive sololsls, and in con.
el with chorus and orclesira
created o rare performance of
the Requiem, both insplred and

daan,
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Boston Pops it all

the right hohday notes

By ELAINE SCHMIDT
spacial 10 the Joumal Santine!

There's a reason the Boston Pops has
becotmwe AR instituton i Amercican
music: They are really gnod at what
fhey de.

Thi Boston Pops Esplanade Orches.

tra and condnctor Keith

REWIEW Lukhart played the Wil

i walkee Theaire on

Wednesday evening, proving that be

mg instituthons den™t have to be hide
Tamid,

Joimed by sopranc Indra Thomsas
and the Massachusetiz-based Glorias
Dwzi Camtores, Lockhartand the orches-
tra preseoted a fastpaced, well-pro-
gramnonad evening of holiday music
that towched on Christian and Jewish
traditions as well as some fon secular
mzie of the season.

The evening's program opened with
a spirited, tight performance of the
Prodogres fom Vaughan Willizms' “Ho-
die.” The Frelude to Homperdinek's
“"Hanzel and Gretel ™ followed in a read-
ing o Mull of character, it was a Litle
like liztening to ClilfslNotes of the op-
£TH,

Among the highlights of the evening
were Thomas' exguisite take on "Re-
Joice greatly”™ from Handel's “Messi-
ah,” Truly a versatile singer, she gave
anyensy, soulful rendition of the spiritu-
al “Ewreet Little Jesiis Child™ and then
sailed affortlessiy through the fast col-
nFaiura ges of the Handel.

she also gave a soaring delivery of
“0 Holy HNight” and o delicate, tender

handling of “I Wonder as | Wander""

Lockhart, t]ﬁ anr;has!m and ehorus
maintained a Tempo throughout
Handels “Hailelojsh Chorus”™ han-
dling the familiar piece with tremen-
dous precision and passion,

Thomasgave a repding foom the Gos-
pel according o St. Lake, and Loclkhart
resd “Thoughts on Chanukah, from
Rabbi Avi Weiss."

A couple of medleys, a few instruo-
mental selections, an ardisnce sing-
along and a few groaner jokes betwest
Lockhart and & Sants in full regalis
wera all part of the svening.

Part of the recipe for this orchesira's
continued sucoess is fine, expresaive
Playing and tastefol. belanced pro-
gramming. But the pacing of the pro-
gromm is gl=o part of the magic. Lock-
hart says litthe hetween selections,
bringing the orchesira in on the et
number before applawse for the previ-
oS tine dies down. [T translates toen-
GrEY and momentmn and keeps the au-
divnce in the palm of his haod,

A not-s0-great sound system

There was o flavwto the evenings pro
sentatborn, but it was out of the perform
ers” hands, With micropliones dofting
the stage, the andiones heard the por
geons Tsie throagh o somnd sysbem
that difdn't do it justice.

Lockhart, the orchestra, chores and
soloist  answeped enfthusiastic ap-
plause with two encores, The last, “Lat
ThereBe Peace on Barth,” brought the
andience to its fieet.



Music

Concert Review: Gloria Dei Cantores crisp, blessedly
nrecise

Jenrifer Reoll Laster
Epecial to the Express-News

The hattle of church and state may rage forever, but — thankfully for the
respectably full sanctuary at Alamo Heights United Methodist Church Tuasday
nighi— the marriage of church and music 15 25 solid as ever.

Wariing with sacred pieces that spanned thousands of years, Glora D
Caniores, a S0-voice charal group that tours internationally and sings in 12
langusges, offered seamless phrasing, nuanced interpretation, and — more often
than nct — the Blusicn of one perfectly blended voice

The chorake, under he

directicn of Elzabeth

Patterson, opened slawly bul  grogved. "Praise him with the psaltery and harp,” they sang in Latin — and ey
steadily, coming intg thedr meant it, An abvious crowd-pleaser, the wark let the cherus show off its patent
promise fully in the night's enjoyment of spliit-second phrasing and rapid-fire lines.

third-piace, cebhst and

comgeser Patio Casals "0 o wapeed music concert would be complete without 3 work from Mazart, and the

;?;EE”hTZ" Tift“; ;“;ﬁtzg‘j Gloria Dei Cantores did not disappaint, offering 3 spirted, dancing rendition of his
My in2 : =Jenite Populi, B, 2607 in the first half.
Highligh f 38 .
thlghhrgnlzglfﬂzigrﬂ;?[: Df AMer intermission, the women's ensemale epened a strong second half with a
diﬁ[‘prﬁr‘g[ .L,.,.-Glmﬁ el Ba ,_E"' sublime rendition of “Deus, qui fecit,” a Gregorian chant. Three modern works
back C.:- e e e L fallowed, smoathly programmed and affectingly performed to make the most of
S deﬁl_ Er:;fm it © 00 tha group's big, unified sound, “Gabriel V,” a select group of instrumentalists,
% “r:ﬂr.vﬂﬂi:l:lr nd parfec turned in @ strong version of David Ashley White's “Triptych,” before the evening's
ol e atenacs Eaﬁl.;ﬁr clasing wark: Jean Langlais' "Messe salennelle.” This French compasition from
Er‘nakr":.#.gu;-l-r.'-s "E!.-Iﬂm::'. 15 - e middle of the 20ih century was an excellent closer, affering the audience 3
e e s pawerfll, densely layered paean that was both moving and impressive.
collechve har down and i ;

The venue was well utiized, and the church's organ was rich and resonant.

I8 wizs evident the chorus enpoyied its work, and that translated into an enjoyable
show . And even on works in which the emotion was not 25 fully expressed as it
might nave been, the chorale was blessedly precise in the purity of its crystal-like
e 2nd crisp pronunciatons.

San Antorio Express-News pubiish dale Sepl. 15, 2006
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Pops dazzles DCU crowd

About 6,000 enjoy holiday show

By Nancy Sheehan
TELEGRAM A GAJLTTE STAFF

It's beginning to sound a lot
like Christmas - at least it did
vesterday afternoon at the Bos-
ZPI“?'D'hu Ay concert,

With selections ranging from
master chorale works to light-
hearted carols.
the spirited
.}mw -.cnl the
crowd of about
§.000 people
nome happy and humming.

The concert was held at the
DCU Center, a venue which
turns 25 this year. The Pops has
performed there each holiday
season since the arena opened
Over the past 12 years, the Pops
performances have been under
the direction of the ever-youth-
ful, handsome and charismatic
Keith Lockhart.

If a dozen vears of waving a
paton totuneslike "Winter Won

and “Jingle Bells™ has

MUSIC
REVIEW

derland”
dimmed Lockhart's Christmas
spirte, 1t isn't the least hit evi
dent. H s energetic and
engaging . bantering
with the audience, bounding
about the stage, eve n leaving i
perio dl‘.m 10 m
1'?.,“ ing cros wl

5 ul--! put a little
about 4 vears old, got down on
one Xnee and crooned afew carol
At first, the girl was
a little shy with the microphone-
wielding maestro, but scon she
was applauding wildly, as was

0%

yricstoher

« Orchestra shared the stag

everyone else in the audience.
The Doston Pops Esplanade
> with
internationally acclaimed so
prano [ndra Thom: wd a fall
choir, Gloriae Del Cantores,
directed by Elizabeth C. Patter-

how was divided into a
more serious first half, with
pieces such as the rousing “Hal-
j Chorus" from Handel's
ah™ an the program, and

second half with fam-
ily Mriendly favorites such as
“Sleigh Ride,” “Santa Baby™ and
“Santa Claus is Coming to
Town.” Then, as if on cue, the
red-suited man with the bag did
come to town. A waving, white
bearded Santa worked his way
through thecrowd, then onto the
stage to have a lictle chin wag
with Lockhart.

Santa had a few jokes that re-
ally "sleighed"” the crowd, He
told Lockhart he had just fin:

1aking a movie, "Sna
on a Sleigh.” If you missed the
cast party, hesaid, youcancatch
the home video Mrs. Santa shot
online, on “Yule Tube.” Mean-
while, he zeeps all the elves pre-
paring presents by :i'p:n g music
into the workshop, “Dare [ ask
what kind of music?" Lockhart

said, “Wrap music,” Santa an
swered.

All was not just happy
high-ho. however, in a season

If music is food for
the soul, no one
went away hungry.

when the needy need to be
remembered. At the start of the
concert, Lockhart lauded Digital

Federal Credit Union, after
which® the DCU is named, for

demonstrating holiday spirit by
providing & bleck of tickets for

the show to the Worcester
County Food Hank.

If mustic 1= food for the soul, no
one went away hungry yester-
day. With the audience still
buzzing at intermission about
Gloriae Dei Cantores' resplen
dent first half, the Aurund half
got off 10 & galloping start with
“Sleigh Ride,” .xluxw written for
the Boston Pn‘vﬂ 60 years ago, hV
Leroy Anderson

Thomas, renowned in opera
circles for her interpretation of
Ajda, showed her soulful side in
the second half. Her rendition of

» G ] classic” lh|l-uu'm
o\’hl re ] ri ” 1.’1 e the stir
“OMmpar .rn--m of Gloriae
..ml ores, shook the house —
qum:llh:x TS
uponwhich s
rested, arated witl
Lapping ol many 1oes

rever
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T4 G St/ BETTY ENFWIN
wthm of

miry
ar y a1 the DCU Center, Waorcester
Fransfiguration in Orleans



